
Latest news from HumbleBee Home Andalucía, April 2011
Dear friends!

Spring has arrived. We are enjoying beautiful days with well above 20 degrees C. A perfect temperature for active outdoor living! The pool has been tried by one guest so far this year, the thermometer showed 19 degrees C, but we expect that it was the surface water that held that amount of degrees. The winter has been a mild one, only 25 nights with temperatures below 9 degrees C and only 24 days when the thermometer didn’t go above 15 degrees C, this during a 3 month period. Not bad at all. We have had a quite normal winter as in how much rain we have had, a total of 28 rainy days in 3 months, bearing in mind that February last year alone had 21 rainy days!

We have had guests in as well, a small increase from the previous 2 years. Any increase in visitor numbers is appreciated. We have some bookings in for springtime as well and June and August are looking good, while July still seems slow in the process. In other words, lots of availability if any of you fancy a trip to Spain this year (
The nature at this time of year is at its most beautiful. All the fields are green, the citrus trees are flowering and the red poppies are starting to come up as well. Driving down to Álora you are obliged to open the windows and smell the wonderful scent of azahar – the orange tree flower. Some of the trees almost look like they have dots of snow on them, they are so full of flowers. Our new orange tree looks like it will have some flowers as well in a short time. Maybe we will be able to harvest enough for one glass of freshly squeezed orange juice!
Easter is just around the corner and we have a couple of guests in for that event. We are planning to take them along to experience some of the wonderful processions in the towns and villages around us. Easter is definitely the biggest holiday in Spain. Many go back to their home towns to meet family and friends and take part in their local celebrations.

This is some of the local happenings for the months ahead:
· April – Semana Santa – the Easter week is greatly celebrated in Spain, with processions in all cities and villages. For those of you who have not yet experienced it, it is a must!

· May – Fiesta de Verdiales de las Tres Cruces. Folkloric music and dance as only the Spanish know how to organise it.

· May – Romería Santo Cristo de la Sierra in Valle de Abdalajís.

· Mai – Romería en Honor a San Isidro Labrador is celebrated in several villages around us, among them Almogía, Ardales and Teba.

When summer arrives, all the local ferias, local village fairs, start. They bring a fair ground for the children, music arrangements for youth and more adult people, a good atmosphere, good food and drinks and a lively days and nights.

Apart from this we have a cute little story to tell about something that has kept us occupied the last couple of months. In the end of January a little dog showed up, it was obvious that she was hungry and that she had puppies somewhere around us. We traced them to a ruin on top of the hill behind our house. At that time they were probably not more than about a week old. The mother kept coming down to us a couple of times every day to get food. Grethe was the “adoptive mum” and brought some old chair pillows and blankets up to the ruin to make them a bed. After a couple of weeks the mother seemed to have evaluated us and decided we were a safe place for her puppies. One day when we were away for a couple of hours, she carried one of them down here. We had to give in and brought the other 3 puppies down here as well. They were installed in one of the dog beds in the bar and seemed to be content there. After a short while they started exploring the area around the bar as well. We were however lucky and managed to find homes for all of the puppies. They have now left us, but the mum is still here. One of our guests has decided that she wants to “sponsor” her and a trip to the vet is now coming up for some care and also for chip marking her. In the beginning our Zita was not very happy about another dog in the family, but they seem to have become good friends now. We call her Chica or Chiquita and guess that will be her name. She is a cute little dog, calm and quiet, and absolutely looks like she has settled here with us.
We would like to remind you of our guestbook on our web page. Many of you have written nicely in our guestbook here and we really appreciate that. However, if you write a greeting on the electronic one, it is appreciated by us and it is also an opportunity for those who have not yet been here to see your remarks. We are also registered on www.tripadvisor.com and this site gives you the possibility to review our place and be seen by more people. We have a Facebook group called Posada HumbleBee Home. We have put a few photos of the puppies with their mum there now. We appreciate greetings on this site as well. This time of year is the time for holiday planning, please feel free to forward this newsletter to friends and family. All help in marketing our Posada HumbleBee Home is a great help to us (
We wish you all a lovely springtime and hope you are tempted to a visit to sunny Spain after a long, cold winter.
HumbleBee regards from

Anette & Grethe

www.humblebeehome.com

skype-name: anette.langfeldt64

Facebook: Posada HumbleBee Home

www.tripadvisor.com: Posada HumbleBee Home

P.S. Being present on several sites (email, facebook and skype) we would like to inform you that we prefer receiving request regarding bookings on our email info@humblebeehome.com or by phone.

