
Latest news from HumbleBee Home Andalucía, December 2011
Dear friends!

Yes, we have already reached the last Sunday before Christmas, time flies! Or how was it again; does the time go by or come?? Anyway, a week from now we sit and complain that we should have eaten a little less Christmas food ;-).

We'll get a little taste of Norwegian Christmas food today, some Norwegian friends have invited us over to have some pork ribs, prepared Norwegian style, and we are really looking forward to it.
But before we can get as far as the ribs, we hope that our car mechanic turns up. On the way home from Álora yesterday, the car broke down, so a tow car had to take us back to Valle. However, we have a very nice mechanic. We called late last night and he said he would come today. Very good service, and at no extra cost! We just hope that it can be fixed easily and at a reasonable price!

Weather wise we have had a nice fall/winter so far. Almost no rain, and in the beginning of December we had some great days with almost no wind and up to 20 degrees in the shade. We had guests, too, and they could really enjoy their stay here. This last week the wind has picked up, and it´s cold too, so no more “summery” feeling!

This year, as every year, we have guests at Christmas. There will be 8 of us around the table this time. We are not very "christmasy" here, so putting up the decorations will not take long. For us the most important is to enjoy good company and good food. If you have that, you are guaranteed a pleasant Christmas.

How Christmas will be for many Spaniards is not easy to say. The economic crisis is far from over in Spain. With a general unemployment which they fear will reach 23 percent, and unemployment among young people under 30 years of up to 50 percent, you can imagine yourself. Many people put their trust in the new government, but we guess that they don´t have a magic formula either. We hardly have any Spanish visitors, so financially this does not affect our business much, but we notice it in the daily life around here. There are almost no people out at bars and restaurants and the Christmas spirit is not exactly high. However, some do try to establish new business, so at least they do not sit down and give up!

We have done a little maintenance these last few months as well. Anette has just put in a new door into her room. We delivered some junk at a recycling area a few weeks ago, and there someone had left a nice entrance door made of wood. With a new iron frame and a three-day job it now looks great!

This spring we had to take off the door into the kitchen because of woodworms, and about a month ago we fixed the other three doors inside too. We have known for some time that these frames were bad as well, but they were worse than we thought. A friend of ours got hold of two good doors and frames from an apartment that was undergoing renovation, so the plan was to put these in. However, when we saw how bad the frames were, we changed our minds. We ended up making new iron frames, but kept the doors, and we have decorated around the door frames with old bricks. It turned out very nice, and we reckon that the woodworms will brake their teeth if they try to chew on these ones!

And now on to something nicer, here's what we can tempt you with the next few months:
· December 25th, Verdiales in La Higuera by Ermita de Jeva. 

· Día de los Reyes, January 5th/6th. In Spain the Holy Three Kings bring gifts for the children. On the evening of January 5th there are processions in all cities and villages with the kings. During the night the kings visit the children and put the presents under their bed 

· January/February - the almond trees are in flower, a beautiful view! 

· February 2nd, Día de Candelaria, the night of the bonfires. You will see several bonfires around us. 

· February - Matanza (“slaughtering party”) in Ardales. A village fair where they serve food and drinks and have stalls where they sell local produce. 

· February 28th, the Andalucía Day. 

· April - Semana Santa -the Easter week is greatly celebrated in Spain, with processions in all cities and villages. For those of you who have not yet experienced it, it is a must! 

· March - May - Poppy blossom at HumbleBee Home. A beautiful view! 

Verdiales is an old music tradition with its roots in the mountains around Málaga and particularly the village of Almogía is well known for this. However, all villages around us have their own ”Panda de Verdiales”- verdiales groups, and the mother and daughter on our neighbouring farm participate in 2 different groups. In verdiales they use several instruments, guitar, violin, castanets and small cymbals. They sing and dance with flags and the rhythm is quite quick. 

Easter in Spain is something worth experiencing. Every day during the Easter week there are processions in all villages and cities. They decorate big floats with flowers and candles and carry statues of the Virgin Mary and Jesus on them. We have learned from our Spanish friends that everyone has their personal preference, ”La Virgin” or ”El Señor”, and they will participate in the procession following their ”favourite”. But Easter is not only a religious feast, it is an opportunity to spend time with friends and family and this in Spain is always accompanied with good food and drinks. Many Spanish people choose not to eat meat during the Easter days, but they prepare lovely fish and seafood dishes. 

In some of the villages they put up Easter plays where more or less the whole village population participate as actors. A village called Riogordo is famous for their play and this village is approximately 1,5 hours drive from HumbleBee Home. Also Carratraca puts up a play and this is closer to us, only about 45 minutes drive.

We are a little embarrassed to admit that we have neglected most of our "crop" this year. There was not a lot of neither olives nor almonds, so we don´t feel too guilty. But we have "picked" a little firewood though. Our friendly shepherds were kind enough to cut some of the trees last year. This year they have cleaned up around our fields and burned a bit of rubbish as well, so now it looks very nice.

In previous Christmas letters we have mentioned that we do not get a white but a green Christmas here. This year's Christmas picture is therefore taken to try to show you what we mean.

So, enjoy the beautiful view from our terrace and have 

A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

HumbleBee regards from 

Anette & Grethe 

www.humblebeehome.com

skype name: anette.langfeldt64

Facebook: Posada HumbleBee Home

www.tripadvisor.com: Posada HumbleBee Home

