Latest news from HumbleBee Home Andalucía, March 2010
Dear friends!

Rain, rain and more rain – this is the image of this last winter we have been through. 10 rainy days in December – and they were all during the last half of the month, 12 days in January og a grand total of 21 days in February. March looks to finish up with around 10 days as well. They say that it is more than 70 years since Andalucía has had this much rain during the winter and it is well noticed on both roads and fields. Although the province of Málaga has been releived from the biggest problems. The provinces of Cádiz, Sevilla and Córdoba have had bigger problems as the the areas are quite flat and the rivers have gone way above their normal borders. Many families have had their houses flooded several times and others have literally had their roofs falling in on them. It looks like the worst part is over now, we will probably have some more rain, but in more normal quantities. The lakes by El Chorro are completely full and really beautiful. We don’t expect water shortages at least this summer!

This year has started with about the same number of guests as last year, but business seems to pick up a bit in the months to come. We have a some bookings for April, May and June, but there is still room for more. Same goes for the summer, so if you are planning your vacations at the moment, we have room for you!

With the spring just about started a lot of local romerías and fiestas well worth experiencing take place. Among them:

· April – Semana Santa – the Easter week is greatly celebrated in Spain, with processions in all cities and villages. For those of you who have not yet experienced it, it is a must!

· May – Fiesta de Verdiales de las Tres Cruces. Folkloric music and dance as only the Spanish know how to organise it.

· May – Romería Santo Cristo de la Sierra in Valle de Abdalajís.

· Mai – Romería en Honor a San Isidro Labrador is celebrated in several villages around us, among them Almogía, Ardales and Teba.

When summer arrives, all the local ferias, local village fairs, start. They bring a fair ground for the children, music arrangements for youth and more adult people, a good atmosphere, good food and drinks and a lively days and nights.

Additionally, the nature is fantastic at this time of year:

· We have just seen the firtst flowering poppies along the road and in the fields, accompanied by a big variety of other wild flowers. Due to the rains everything is a bit late this year.
· A lovely green scenery to tempt you out for a walk or a bicycle ride.

· Breeding flamingos in Laguna de Fuente Piedra, about 45 minutes drive from Posada HumbleBee Home. Additionally there is a big range of different birds chirping and singing around us all day long.
Easter is just around the corner now and most of you have probably already made plans for this year, but Easter in Spain is something worth experiencing at least once. Every day during the Easter week there are processions in all villages and cities. They decorate big floats with flowers and candles and carry statues of the Virgin Mary and Jesus on them. But Easter is not only a religious feast, it is an opportunity to spend time with friends and family and this in Spain is always accompanied with good food and drinks. Why not do as the Spanish, watch the processions, stop by a bar, eat a few tapas accompanied with something to drink, chat and enjoy spending time together.

We usually go to Álora on Good Friday for the procession there which is protected as a national cultural tradition. The so called ”Despedía” – the farewell, which takes place around 2 p.m. on Good Friday where Jesus and Maria meet for three farewell lifts on the lower square. After this the legionairs run the float with Jesus up to the castle while Maria is carried into the church. The square is full of people celebrating this annual tradition.

In some of the villages they put up Easter plays where more or less the whole village population participate as actors. A village called Riogordo is famous for their play and this village is just over an hours drive from HumbleBee Home. Also Carratraca puts up a play and this is closer to us, only about 45 minutes drive.

In May there are a couple of Spanish fiestas well worth catching. The first Sunday in May the Fiesta de Verdiales de las Tres Cruces takes place. Verdiales is a folk music tradition that goes further back than the flamenco music. The verdiales instruments are guitar, violin, castanets and miniature cymbals. They sing and dance, with and without flags. Las Tres Cruces is a hilltop where the three municipalities of Álora, Cártama and Almogía meet. There is a little chapel there and on this day they put up party tents with food and drinks. We have often been there together with our guests and Spanish friends and our friend, Rubio Manita, often cooks food over an open fire. The menu changes from year to year, but is always tasteful.

The first weekend in May is also the romería in honour of Santo Cristo de la Sierra, the local saint of the village Valle de Abdalajís. They have a procession starting in Málaga all the way to Valle with prairie wagons pulled by tractors or 4x4 cars. They start Friday morning and arrive in Valle Saturday afternoon. Then the party is on for the remains of Saturday and all day Sunday with music, food and drinks. Last year we brought our guests and a bottle of wine up to the top of the hill behind us and spent an hour there following the procession of wagons on their last part of their journey to Valle.
At HumbleBee Home we had the last little bit of this autumns sewage problems in January, some more pipes needed to be exchanged, but luckily everything was outdoors and we have fixed what we needed to break apart to get to the pipes. We have had som lunch guest now and then, but understandably enough, not many stopped by while the rain was at its worst. The weeds are growing wildly and it’s about time to get started with that line of work. We also plan to paint the exteriors of the house this year. It has been two years since last time and we painted two coats that time since it was a long time since it had been painted. We decided that it is better to do one coat every two years, everything looks nicer and the job is easier as the base is better. This will probably be an activity for May or June.

Finally, we wish you all a good Easter holiday, a brilliant springtime and we hope you’re tempted to visit Posada HumbleBee Home in Andalucía!

HumbleBee regards from

Anette & Grethe

www.humblebeehome.com

