Latest news from HumbleBee Home Andalucía, October 2007

Dear friends!

Yet again September has passed very quickly and we are this year as well in October before we get our newsletter sent out. We have had a great summer and early autumn both when it comes to visitor numbers and weather. Apart from 2 torrential autumn storms, the worst we have experienced during our 5,5  years here, we have had a dry, warm and nice summer and early autumn.

The autumn storms came on the 20th of September and the 2nd of October with thunder, lightning and buckets of rain. Luckily no damages at our place apart from a few drops in the rooms by the pool. Small cracks which have now been repaired. The first storm came just after we started improving our parking facilities, but after draining away the water and leveling the ground correctly, no major problems. The second storm caused the road below our house to be partly washed away so it was impossible to cross the riverbed. This has also been repaired as well as the road leading down to the house which is in a good condition now.

As mentioned, we have improved the parking facilities in order for the entrance to the property to look a bit cleaner and more orderly. Several guests have mentioned the necessity for this so we hope all will be pleased at that. We had a digger here to dig out part of the sloping hill and have made a wall against the remaining hillside. We have done it ourselves with the help from a Spanish friend.
We have made quite a big production of fig jam this year and this is also a product we sell to our guests. Another 20 liters of fig wine is in the making and we hope it will turn out equally tasty as the previous years production. The little kaki tree we received from a guest 3 years ago, is this year carrying fruits and we look forward to tasting them when they ripen in short time.

Our booking situation shows that we still have room for more guests towards the end of the year. How about a little rest to charge the batteries for the upcoming Christmas celebrations? Or what about doing something completely different during the Christmas season this year? We celebrate in peaceful surroundings with good food and drinks. New Years Eve we usually have a nice meal at home before we take a trip to Álora. There we eat grapes at midnight (preferably wearing red underwear for luck and prosperity in the coming year, and maybe even a few dry lentils in the bra?!), and spend the evening with more friends.

We managed to enjoy a bit of the village fair in Álora this year as well. And we spent a good time also at the romería in September and the Día de Sopa Perrota in October. These public fairs and festivals are a nice experience, both for ourselves and also for our guests. Remember that when planning next years vacations. But the year has not yet ended and there are several more activities during the following months:
· In December it is time for villancicos, Spanish Christmas songs, accompanied by the zambomba and the pandero

· The Christmas streets of Málaga are well worth a visit

· Christmas and New Year Celebrations at Posada HumbleBee Home

· Día de los Reyes, January 5th/6th. In Spain the Holy Three Kings bring gifts for the children. On the evening of January 5th there are processions in all cities and villages with the kings. During the night the kings visit the children and put the presents under their bed

· January/February – the almond trees are in flower, a beautiful view!

· February 2nd, Día de Candelaria, the night of the bonfires. You will see several bonfires around us

· February – Matanza (“slaughtering party”) in Ardales. A village fair where they serve food and drinks and have stalls where they sell local produce

· February 28th, Andalusias day

· March – Semana Santa – the Easter week is greatly celebrated in Spain, with processions in all cities and villages. For those of you who have not yet experienced it, it is a must!
We have now just entered a season which is perfect for those who like an active holiday. The blazing summer heat has left us and it is now perfect for walking, biking, enjoying the country side on horseback with Louisa or climbing in El Chorro. The last few days the temperature has been around 25ºC and the pool temperature is 20-22ºC som a swim is still possible. We are in contact with a Canadian/English couple who offer mountain bike hire as well as guided bike rides and walks in the area. Check out their web-site at www.abdal-adventures.com or get in touch with us.

Amongst the family, our dear Elle has had a tough summer and autumn. This summer she ended up with an infection in the uterus and had to have an operation. Then again, two weeks ago she was trapped in a fox-trap and it took more than 24 hours before we found her. She is again on “sick leave” with this time a skinless paw. It is improving day by day, but takes time to heal. Zita is a bit bored, her “hiking” buddy not being able to accompany her on her walks. Elle is restricted to a short walk in the morning and in the evening. So if any of our visitors enjoy going for a walk, they are sure to be accompanied by her!

We wish you all a very nice autumn and hope to see many of you here at Posada HumbleBee Home!

HumbleBee regards from

Anette & Grethe

www.humblebeehome.com


