
Latest news from HumbleBee Home Andalucía, September 2011
Dear friends!

Autumn is closing in on us, but we are still enjoying nice days with temperatures between 25 and 30 degrees C. We did have a few nights where the temperature dropped below 20, but the last couple of nights have been “tropical nights” as we call it in Norway when it doesn’t go below 20 degrees C. The summer has been very pleasant, the news reports that it has been the “coldest” July in over 100 years, but that is relative. We were above 30 degrees C every day, but not many days above 35. The same can be said about the month of August while September has been warmer than normally. The Spanish say that since the summer was late in getting started, it will last a while into the autumn season. We are enjoying it as long as it lasts, as are our guests!

Some smaller maintenance jobs are being carried out here today, preparing for the coming autumn and winter. The roof of the outdoor bathroom has received a coat of tarmac paint. We have had some problems with humidity inside the bathroom when there has been a lot of rain. We hope this will keep it dry. We have also had a leak through the ceiling of the lounge so we are giving the roof there a coat of the tarmac paint as well. We did locate a small crack which probably was what was doing the damage and this has now been fixed. On top of the tarmac paint we will paint it with gaucho – a kind of water proof rubber paint.

The summer has been quite busy with visitors apart from the month of July which was very slow. Some bookings are in for October, but for November and December the booking sheets are still very blank.
The grapes and figs have all gone for this year, but you may be lucky and find the odd fig still hanging on the tree. The dogs are enjoying the figs fallen down – the dessert of the day for them :-) There were fewer grapes than we thought we would have this year due to rain at the start of May. The Spanish say that the rain in May takes away their wine, oil and bread. The grape vines and the olive trees are flowering and don’t appreciate rain at that time. The wheat is supposed to dry on the fields and the rain reduces both the quality and the amounts of the harvest.
Here is a list of some of the things happening in the coming months:
· Día de Sopa Perota in Álora happens this year on Saturday October 8th
· Feria in Fuengirola 6-12 October

· In December it is time for villancicos, Spanish Christmas songs, accompanied by the zambomba and the pandero

· The Christmas streets of Málaga are well worth a visit

· Christmas and New Year Celebrations at Posada HumbleBee Home

· Christmas Day verdiales (music and dancing ) in La Higuera

· Día de los Reyes, January 5th/6th. In Spain the Holy Three Kings bring gifts for the children. On the evening of January 5th there are processions in all cities and villages with the kings. During the night the kings visit the children and put the presents under their bed

· January/February – the almond trees are in flower, a beautiful view!

· February 2nd, Día de Candelaria, the night of the bonfires. You will see several bonfires around us

· February – Matanza (“slaughtering party”) in Ardales. A village fair where they serve food and drinks and have stalls where they sell local produce

· February 28th, Andalusias day

· April – Semana Santa – the Easter week is greatly celebrated in Spain, with processions in all cities and villages. For those of you who have not yet experienced it, it is a must!

The autumn is also a great time for an active holiday. The area that surrounds us, offer a lot of possibilities for outdoor activities. Treks in the mountains, biking trips through several villages, climbing in El Chorro and smaller walks around Posada HumbleBee Home, are all good alternatives. The wolf park close by is also worth a visit, they give you a guided tour with a lot of good information on the lives of the wolves. Check it out on www.lobopark.com.

Another good place to visit is the Donkey Sanctuary by Fuente de Piedra. You find more information about the on www.elrefugiodelburrito.com. They take care of abandoned donkeys, retired taxi and circus donkeys and maltreated donkeys. The sanctuary itself is located in beautiful environments close to the village of Fuente de Piedra, where there is also a big salt lake. The flamingos breed in this lake, but they leave the area during the month of August before returning around February.
At the moment we are looking forward to Día de Sopa Perota in Álora next Saturday. This is a proper Spanish fair or party with food, drinks, music, singing, dancing – all performed by local artists. Sopa Perota is reckoned to be Álora’s “national” dish. They make a kind of soup of tomatoes, peppers, onion, fried potato slices, asparagus, oil, water and salt. This soup is poured over bread crumbles from a day old bread and left to soak. It is usually served with cucumber and oranges. A very filling dish, it would fill up the field workers for many hours in the old days!
We are hoping for guests for Christmas this year as well, but so far there are no bookings. Get in touch with us if you fancy a different Christmas celebration this year. We usually have a nice Christmas dinner on Christmas Eve (us Norwegians being used to celebrating this day and not the 25th). Then on Christmas Day we start the day with a long, big and tasty Christmas brunch. This brunch includes many Norwegian specialities, but experience tells us that they are appreciated by other nationalities as well.

We wish you all a great autumn ahead and hope you are tempted to a trip to our region when the autumn and winter really arrives!

HumbleBee regards from

Anette & Grethe

www.humblebeehome.com

skype name: anette.langfeldt64

Facebook: Posada HumbleBee Home

www.tripadvisor.com: Posada HumbleBee Home

